
 

 

 

 

 

Biennial of the Americas Summit to Colombia Yields 

New Business and Air-Service Prospects 

 

November 28th, 2018 – Denver—The Biennial of the Americas recently returned from a Summit in 
Colombia, where a delegation from the United States explored that country’s unique investments in 
entrepreneurship and advanced manufacturing as well as its economic and cultural landscape. In one 
of his final international tours before leaving office, Governor John Hickenlooper led the delegation. 

The delegation, which included business CEOs as well as civic and cultural leaders, established new 
relationships and returned with leads and ideas for infrastructure and other civic projects, as well as 
an appreciation for the ongoing implementation of Colombia’s peace plan and the resilience and 
warmth of the Colombian people.  

Colombian leaders welcomed the delegation at every level. Colombian President Iván Duque 
Márquez and Vice President Marta Lucía Ramírez spent almost two hours with the group, discussing 
the special relationship between the U.S. and Colombia, ideas for sharing of knowledge, and 
promising to continue to build connections between the two countries. President Duque, a strong 
supporter of the Biennial, agreed to help build a delegation of Colombian representatives to the 
upcoming Biennial of the Americas festival in September, 2019. 

Governor Hickenlooper reiterated the importance of the Biennial Summits to the state, noting “The 
Biennial Summits present Colorado with the chance to promote our unparalleled outdoor attractions, 
strong economy, educated workforce and our singular approach to problem solving. The time we 
spent exchanging ideas with President Duque will pay dividends down the road as Colombians make 
Colorado a destination for tourism and investments.” 

Business and Civic Expansion 

The Biennial Summits are designed to provide business leaders with unique access and contacts that 
will impact their business decisions and broaden their understanding of the region. Mike Fries, CEO of 
Liberty Global and Chairman of the Biennial, endorsed that view. “Liberty has been an investor in 
Latin America for over two decades, but in the last few years we have ramped up our presence from 
two markets to over 30 today. My exposure to regional leaders like President Duque and the Mayors 
of Bogota and Medellin provides me with the confidence and insight we need to expand our 
businesses, especially in Colombia." 

The Biennial Summits are designed to help participants find innovative examples to inform their work 
in the United States.  According to Tami Door, CEO of the Downtown Denver Partnership, “The 



Colombia Summit provided an immersive experience in transformational urban planning. Meeting 
with Mayors, urban planners, and community leaders allowed for strategic discussions, technical 
knowledge transfer and fresh perspectives on how to build cities that are safe, welcoming and 
inclusive. The innovations in urban planning were inspiring and have already led us to ask different 
questions and take new approaches to engaging the community in Denver.”  

 

New Direct Air-Service Destinations 

The Summits also bolster an ongoing partnership with the City and County of Denver, supporting the 
development of new direct air-service to international destinations.  "The Biennial Summits support 
the airport’s efforts to increase air service from Denver International Airport to international 
markets," said Patrick Heck, Chief Commercial Officer at DEN.  "Beginning with service to Mexico City 
on Volaris and to Panama City on Copa Airlines, and with new markets in South America on the 
horizon, we're excited to continue to partner with the Biennial to expand the network of travelers 
who fly to and through Denver.  The Summits create exposure for Denver, and meetings with 
community leaders and government officials is important in developing support for new routes." 

About the Biennial Summits 

The Biennial Summits connect leaders in North and South America by leading delegations of US 
leaders to cities across the Western hemisphere.  The 2018 Summit to Colombia was the fifth in the 
Summit series, which includes Mexico City (2014), Brazil (2016), Havana (2017), Canada (2018) and 
Colombia (2018).  

About the Biennial of the Americas 

The Biennial of the Americas is a force for collaboration across the Western hemisphere, convening 
and connecting the leaders from business, academia, civic and cultural sectors who make solutions to 
our shared challenges a reality. The organization’s marquee event is an international festival of ideas, 
arts, and culture hosted in Denver, Colorado on alternating years. The 2019 festival opens in Denver, 
Colorado on September 26th, 2019. 

For more information:  

www.biennialoftheamericas.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/thebiennial 
Twitter: twitter.com/thebiennial  
Instagram: @biennialoftheamericas 
 

Contact: 
Robin Swanhuyser 
Program Manager 
(+1) 303-784-4611 
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